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A WELCOMING  FAITH COMMUNITY.  

GROWING. CARING. SERVING.

†
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

RITE OF CONFIRMATION

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2026

Welcome
Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism:  to live among 
God’s faithful people, to hear his Word and share in his supper, to proclaim the good news of God 
in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

PREACHING:  Pastor Sue Wallager				 
PRESIDING:    Pastor Connie Tiede, Pastor Mike Pancoast
MUSICIAN:     Mary Jo Gothmann, organist/pianist



PRELUDE:   

WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN:  God’s Work, Our Hands  (vs. 1 & 2)					      ACS 1000 
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CELEBRATING BAPTISM

Welcome in the name of God who creates, saves, and calls us with love that lasts forever.  
Amen.

Even before you were born and baptized, God delighted in you and called you Beloved.  You were claimed 
by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ whether you knew it or not, whether you liked it or not.  And 
the Holy Spirit was equipping you with unique gifts and talents to share as a partner in God’s creative 
work in the world.
Lest you grow up thinking that God loves you from an abstract or accidental distance, the baptismal prom-
ises were spoken to you, for you, and together with your name.  Your family, sponsors, and congregation 
gathered around you in the midst of worship and community to declare God’s love and salvation for you.  
This happened on a particular day in human history, marked by the calendar and the memories of the 
people who showed up.  Seeds of faith were planted in your story.  We give thanks for those who pray for 
you and nourish your spirit.  They are signs of God’s promises at work in your life.

HYMN: God’s Work, Our Hands  (vs 3 & 4 - See Previous Page) ................................................................... ACS 1000  

You have invited us to gather as witnesses as you affirm your baptismal promises today.  We celebrate 
your participation in Christian community, worship, service, prayer, and study for the sake of your sacred 
calling as human beings who are discovering good purpose and passion in this life.

Voice One:  I believe that today is a new beginning, not an ending.  I can affirm my faith as belief that is still 
becoming, with wonder, doubts, and more to learn.  Thanks to the layers of promises in baptism, I get to 
explore who I am and what I believe in community with the body of Christ.

Voice Two:  I believe that baptismal promises move and adapt with me throughout my life.  Sometimes they 
are loud and clear.  Sometimes they are quiet and patient.  There is nothing I can do to break this love, and 
it doesn’t expire.

Voice Three:  I believe in the human tendency to earn personal success, to strive for one’s own gain, and 
the temptation to conquer life alone.  And so the promises of baptism are countercultural.  I will be fooled 
by the forces that defy God, but my baptism will continue to tell God’s truth about love, power, and value.

Voice Four:  I believe the church makes mistakes and is far from perfect.  And yet, God does not give up 
on the church, but continues to shape ordinary people for sacred healing and justice in the world.  God is 
calling us back to who we actually are, and God can do good in the world through our lives.

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
Let us pray...
Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in baptism.  
You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the com-
munity of faith.  Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of 
all whom you have brought to new birth.  We ask this in the name of Christ.  Amen.

Congregation may be seated.
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OFFERING/SPECIAL MUSIC

FIRST READING:  Psalm 121

SECOND READING:  Romans 12:3-8
                             
THE SERMON:  by Pastor Sue Wallager

MANY WAYS TO GIVE

TEXT: 763-710-2209

ONLINE www.zionanoka.org
click on “GIVE TODAY”

ELECTRONIC GIVING
https://cutt.ly/ziongivetoday

or

HYMN:  Will You Let Me Be Your Servant 							               659
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THE RITE OF AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (CONFIRMATION)  

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES

Confirmands stand when their name is read

Congregation please rise.

Together with your siblings in Christ, you wish to profess your faith in God and reject sin. We make these 
bold statements not because we are absolutely certain about these things, but because we are always 
becoming faithful to them and learning to wrestle with these claims about our relationship with God.  We 
join our voices with yours to remind you that we are all in this together.
When you were baptized, we stood with you to speak God’s truth about power, value and love.  We prom-
ised to reject the voices that would challenge your first and forever identity as beloved children of God.
Now we invite you to stand with us in defiance of the forces of sin and evil, trusting that the same Spirit 
who had the power to raise Jesus Christ from the dead is alive in you.

People of God:
Do you reject the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against God, and 
the ways of sin that pull us away from God?  If so, say, “We do!”
Congregation:  We do!

Do you promise to continue supporting these children of God, affirming them through all circumstances 
with their first and forever name:  Beloved?  Do you promise to hold healthy and safe space for them to 
keep growing in faith, so they learn to trust there is nothing they can do to make God love them any more 
or any less than they are already loved in Jesus?  If so, say “We do!”
Congregation:  We do!

Do you believe in God the Father?
Congregation:   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
Congregation:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he as-
cended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
Congregation:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the

 forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen

Congregation my be seated
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Your baptism gathered a cloud of witnesses to speak promises on behalf of the whole Christian church.  
Your spiritual family grew to include sponsors, friends, and church members who have been keeping those 
promises and carrying your faith on your behalf.  Today we ask you to make these same promises, claiming 
your call to active participation in the nurturing of your spirit and the work of the church on earth.
Will you join us in practicing your faith and keeping these responsibilities:

to live among God’s faithful people,
to pray daily,
to hear the word of  God and share the Supper,
to learn the prayers, creeds and commandments,
to open the holy Scriptures,
to be nurtured by the faith and prayers of others,
so that you learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace?

Confirmands respond:  I will, and I ask God to help me.

LAYING ON OF HANDS
Parents, sponsors or godparents, and confirmation mentors are asked to come forward when their child’s 
name is read.  All will lay their hands on each of the students as they are confirmed and receive the blessing.

Gracious God,
Thanks to the free gift of eternal life through Jesus, death’s power is destroyed!  And, since death isn’t so 
scary anymore, we are freed for more courage and joy in our daily lives that can witness to your great love.  
Continue to bless _____________________________ with dignity, belonging, and purpose that come from you.  
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon ________________________; the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence.  
Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Each petition ends with, “Lord, in your mercy,” 
Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: Be Thou My Vision 						                      793
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

THE BENEDICTION:

Remember we are a forgiven people, eternally loved, thoughtfully instructed, gratefully obedient.  Go with 
God’s blessing to live each moment and to walk into God’s future. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: Precious Lord, Take My Hand  					                 773
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DISMISSAL:
Pastor: Go in peace to serve our Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE:  

RECESSIONAL HYMN:  Go to the World! 							       ACS #991
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2026 CONFIRMANDS’ BIBLE VERSES

SAMANTHA BORCHERT 	
The least of them shall become a clan and the smallest one a mighty nation; I am the Lord; in its time I will 
accomplish it quickly. 
Isaiah 60:22	
 
LIAM BOYUM 
He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you 
will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you.”.
Matthew 17:20 

PARKER DANIELSON
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you 
a future with hope. 
Jeremiah 29:11	
 
JOSH GROEBNER	
“I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God 
is with you wherever you go.” 
Joshua 1:9
 
VINNIE KEIMIG		
I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from 
me you can do nothing.
John 15:5 

JACK LARSON		
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
Genesis1:1 

ELIN LINDBERG		
“I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God 
is with you wherever you go.” 
Joshua 1:9	
 
EVA NISSEN		
I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
Philippians 4:13 

BRITA NORQUIST
But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithful-
ness.		
Psalm 86:15 
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 Jack Larson
Ethan Quarberg
Nathan Robinson

Liam Boyum 
Parker Danielson
Josh Groebner

Vinnie Keimig

Samantha Borchert 
Elin Lindberg

Eva Nissen
Brita Norquist

* Isaac Quarberg* Amy Norquist

* Mentor Group Leaders
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2026 CONFIRMANDS’ BIBLE VERSES

AVA PIERI		
I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
Philippians 4:13 

HARPER PIERRO
“I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God 
is with you wherever you go.” 
Joshua 1:9
 
ETHAN QUARBERG
“I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God 
is with you wherever you go.” 
Joshua 1:9	
 
NATHAN ROBINSON	
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine.
Isaiah 43:1b
 
WESLEE SANDERS	
Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will 
never leave you or forsake you.”
Hebrews 13:5 

REMY SANTERS
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.		
Romans 8:38-39	

MENTOR GROUPS

Ava Pieri
Harper Pierro

Weslee Sanders
Remy Santers



We ask that there be no flash photography during the worship service.  At 
the end of the service we will take a group photo and then each student will 
be called forward to take a photo at the baptismal font.  

We ask that all Confirmands return their robes to the Fellowship Hall 
before leaving the church today.

Thank You!

Thank you for joining these young adults on this special day. Please keep 
them in your prayers as they continue to grow in God’s grace. 

Thank you to the parents for your support and encouragement in the faith 
journey of your child over the past years.  May God continue to lead you and 
guide you in this exciting life of faith and grace in Jesus Christ.

A special thank you to the confirmation mentors for their love, commitment, 
and dedication to the confirmands in their faith journey.  We appreciate 
their gift of time and their heart for young people in building significant, 
faith-filled relationships with each one of them. God bless!

The confirmation stoles around the students’ necks were made during the 
confirmation year. Each white panel was created by them and represents a 
personal symbol that is meaningful to them or which has had significance 
to them during their confirmation journey.  The yoke of Christ, symbolized 
by the stole, is a sign of servitude. As the stole is laid on their shoulders 
they accept a life of Christian service and the continuation of their High 
School ministry.  It is a reminder of the partnership we have between home 
and congregation to nurture our youth in lifelong relationships with Jesus 
Christ and His Church.

Thank you to those who sewed and other volunteers who so willingly gave 
of their time and talents by assembling the confirmation stoles that our 
students created.  A huge thank you to Jerene Anderson for coordinating 
the stoles and to all those who volunteered their time to sew them together.  
These stoles are such an important symbol for our confirmation youth!

LIVE STREAM
Sunday 9 & 11 am

www.zionanoka.org 
(click “Worship Online”)

- or-
www.facebook.com/
ZionLutheranChurch 

AnokaMn 
Available Anytime

CABLE TV 
Metro Cable Network

 Channel 6
Sunday | 5 pm

RADIO BROADCAST 
106.1 BOB FM
Sundays | 9 am

OFFICE HOURS
M - Th:  9 am - 5 pm
Fri:   9 am - 12 noon

 

1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 

763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

WE WELCOME YOU 
TO WORSHIP

Hearing Assistance 
Units Available

Hearing assistance units 
are available at the 
sound booth at the 

back of the Sanctuary.

Mobility Concerns 
We have areas in the 

sanctuary where a wheel-
chair or walker will fit. 
Ushers can assist you.

Children Welcome
Activity bags are avail-
able outside the sanctu-
ary. We have two “pray 

grounds” in the sanctuary 
with plenty of places just 
outside the sanctuary as 
well where children can 

sit and play.


